Appl. No. 10/684,235 

Response to Office Action dated December 19, 2007 

REMARKS 

This Response is submitted in reply to the Office Action dated December 19, 
2007. Applicants have amended independent claims 1, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 39, 41, 
43, 45 and 47. No new matter has been added by such amendments, as described 
below. Enclosed is a Petition for a One Month Extension of Time to reply to the Office 
Action. Also, enclosed is a Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement. Please 
charge Deposit Account No. 02-1818 for all fees due and owing in connection with this 
Response. 

The Office Action rejects claims 1-3, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25-27, 39, 41, 43, 45, 47 
and 49-72 under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being obvious over U.S. Patent No. 5,697,843 to 
Manship ("Manship") in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,373,440 to Cohen et al. ("Cohen"). 
Applicants disagree with such rejection for the reasons provided below. The claims 
rejected by the Office Action will be referred to as "Prior Claims." 

The Office Action asserts that Manship discloses all of the elements of claim 39 
"but does not teach an exhibition, after one of the game outcomes occurs, displaying 
the first symbol expanded in one or more directions so as to be displayed at the first, 
second, and third symbols positions as [sic] the same time." Applicants disagree that 
Manship discloses all of such elements, at least for the reasons and analysis set forth in 
the October 3, 2007 Response to Office Action. 

The Office Action asserts that Cohen discloses "an exhibition, after one of the 
game outcomes occurs, displaying the first symbol expanded in one or more directions 
so as to be displayed at the first, second, and third symbols positions as [sic] the same 
time," referring to Fig. 6 and Column 13, Lines 41-60 of Cohen. 

Cohen's game generates a combination of symbols (winning or losing) on the 
reels. Then, a symbol grows "in size until it consumes a majority of the video screen 
14." (Cohen, Column 13, Lines 50-51). Cohen's symbol growth concept only provides 
an advertisement function. Such growth is not related to the symbol combination or any 
other game outcome. For example, such advertisement feature does not inform the 
player that a game outcome has been reached, as claimed by the Prior Claims. This is 
evident by the fact that, in Cohen, the player is already aware of the symbol 
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combination before the advertisement is displayed. (See Column 11, Lines 45-52). 
Accordingly, Cohen teaches away from the information-provided concept of the Prior 
Claims. 

At least for the foregoing reasons, the Office Action's reference combination is 
improper. Alternatively, such combination does not disclose the claimed subject matter 
of such Prior Claims. 

The Office Action rejects claims 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 38, 40, 42, 44, 46 and 48 
under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being obvious over Manship and Cohen in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,142,874 to Kodachi, et al. ("Kodachi") and U.S. Patent No. 5,609,524 to 
Inoue ("Inoue"). Neither Kodachi or Inoue cure the deficiencies of the combination of 
Manship and Cohen described above. At least for this reason, such rejection is 
improper. Alternatively, such combination does not disclose the claimed subject matter 
of such Prior Claims. 

Despite the foregoing traversal of the rejections, Applicants have elected to 
amend all of the independent claims to advance the prosecution of this application. 
Amended claim 1 recites, among other elements, the following: "(a) a set of video reels 
. . . (b) at least one additional video reel configured to be displayed by the at least one 
display device . . . (d) a plurality of symbols displayable on the at least one additional 
video reel . . . (e) a plurality of game outcomes, the game outcomes including a plurality 
of winning combinations of a plurality of the symbols; and (f) a plurality of instructions, 
which when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to 
operate with the at least one display device and the at least one input device to: (i) 
receive an input corresponding to a wager; (ii) display a spinning of the set of video 
reels and the at least one additional video reel; (iii) display said video reels stopped, the 
stopped video reels displaying a plurality of the symbols; (iv) provide a primary award in 
response to the displayed symbols forming one of the winning combinations of symbols, 
the primary award being based on the wager; (v) start a bonus mode in response one or 
more of the displayed symbols satisfying a bonus triggering condition; (vi) display an 
exhibition on at least a portion of the set of video reels after the bonus mode starts, the 
exhibition replacing the first, second and third symbols wherein said exhibition informs a 
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player of the gaming device that the player has satisfied the bonus triggering condition; 
(vii) display a plurality of the symbols on the set of video reels; (viii) display a spinning of 
the at least one additional video reel while the set of video reels remains stopped; (ix) 
display the at least one additional video reel stopped, said stopped video reel displaying 
a plurality of the symbols; (x) provide a bonus award in response to the display of the 
symbols on the set of video reels and the at least one additional video reel forming one 
of the winning combinations of symbols, the bonus award being based on the wager." 

All of the other independent claims have been amended to include elements 
similar to the foregoing elements. 

The references cited in the Office Action does not separately or collectively 
disclose such elements. 

The specification provides support for such claim amendments. For example, 
support can be found in paragraphs 56 and 57 of the published application. 

For the foregoing reasons, Applicants submit that all of the claims are in 
condition for allowance. 

An earnest endeavor has been made to place this application in condition for 
formal allowance and in the absence of more pertinent art such action is courteously 
solicited. If the Examiner has any questions regarding this Response, Applicants 
respectfully request that the Examiner contact the undersigned. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Renato L. Smith 
Reg. No. 45,117 
Customer No. 29159 



Dated: April 21, 2008 
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